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PACIFIC CREST NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

'The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail is a world-class experience for hikers and equestrians.
It exists to protect, preservc and promote all the values provided by wild and scenic lands.

The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) is one of the great long-distance trails of
the world. It connects Mexico to Canada via a 2,660 mile footpath across the Western
United States. Thru-hikers, those hiking the entire trail, face five distinct sections:
the Desert, the Sierra, Northern California, Oregon, and Washington.

The Pacific Crest Trail was first proposed around 1932 by Clinton C. Clarke as a trail running from Mexico to Canada
along the crest of the mountains in California, Oregon, and Washington. The original proposal was to link the John
Muir Trail, the Tahoe-Yosemite Trail (both in California), the Skyline Trail (in Oregon) and the Cascade Crest Trail

(in Washington).

The Pacific Crest Trail System Conference was formed by Clarke to both plan the trail and to lobby the federal
government to protect the trail. The conference was founded by Clarke, the Boy Scouts, the YMCA, and Ansel Adams
(among others). From 1935 through 1938, YMCA groups explored the 2,000 miles of potential trail and planned a
route, which has been closely followed by the modern PCT route.

In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson defined the PCT and the Appalachian Trail with the National Trails System Act.
The PCT was then constructed through cooperation between the federal government and volunteers organized by the
Pacific Crest Trail Association. In 1993, the PCT was officially declared finished.
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