
August 16, 1931 to May 29, 2016

Iris Zimbelman conceived the idea of the Strauss Festival after traveling to Austria with
her husband Arnie and succumbing to the Old World charm of waltz performances in
Vienna’s Stadtpark.  She organized Elk Grove’s inaugural festival in 1987 and served as 

producer for 10 years, never missing a rehearsal.  Her creative genius, attention to detail, and 
collaborative abilities resulted in a labor of love shared by hundreds of volunteers.


