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2007 Hall of Honor

Legacy Category

Donald W. McMurchie

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Retired as Attorney-at-Law, 1992,
Assisted in the formation of Fulton — El Camino Recreation and Park Districe, 1956.
Acting Director, Fulton — El Camino Recreation and Park District, 19561958,

Advisor and Legal Counsel, Fulton — El Camino, Cordova, North Highlands, and Southgate Recreation and
Park Districts, 1956-1992.

Guided these agencics through many projects of master planning, land acquisition, development of major
facilities, and bond issues, 1956-1992.

Assisted in the formation of the Save the American River Association, 1963.

Legal Counsel, California Association of Recreation and Park Districes (CARPD) 1965-1975.

Active in the design created to form PARDEC (Park and Recreation Districe Employces Compensartion) 1978,
Administrator, PARDEC, 1978-2008.

Active in the design and creation of CAPRI (California Association Park and Recrcation Insurance) 1986-1990.




Award Applying Fer:  Legacy Category
Name: Donald W. McMurchie

Agency: Retired Attorney at Law

Don McMurchie has indeed made a significant contribution toward the
formation of historical benchmark projects and agencies within CPRS
District Two. There is no question of the significance that his
involvement has had to the leisure lifestyle of the region.

For over Fifty years Don has been a major player in the formation of
Recreation and Park Districts in the Sacramento Area. Starting as 2
resident in what is now known as the Fulton El Camino
Recreation/Park District, Don, as a local attorney agreed to assist with
the formation of the District in 1956.(note: FEC celebrating its 50 years
of leisure services this past year). After the successful election to form
the district, it was clear that it would be some time before they would
have funding or staffing. So Don served as the acting administrator for
the District until funding became available and the Board was able to
hire a full time manager.

Shertly after the area now known as the Rancho Cordova
Recreation/Park District, went through the same process of an election
to form a special district, and retained the services of Don McMurchie
as advisor and legal council. Don provided legal counsel services for
both FEC and RC and as the years of progressive service in the area of
leisure expanded, he also provided the same services for the North
Highlands Recreation District and for Southgate Recreation Distict.
Don guided these agencies through many projects of master planning ,
land acquisition and development of major facilities.

In the 1980’s a major issue of funding impact on districts for
workman’s compensation and for all insurance needs became a
significant issue for all districts in California, after study, a design was
created to form two agencies for self insurance, PARDEC and CAPRI
(Park and Recreation District Employees Compensation, and California
Association Park and Recreation insurance) Both of these agencies are
still in existence today, and Don remains as Administrator for
PARDEC. These two agencies saved the financial life of park and



recreation agencies throughout all of California. These two programs
were allowed to be created by the California Associaton of Recreation
and Park Districts. (CARPD). Don has served as legal counsel to the
Association since its formation.

Even in retirement Don has continued to serve as the Administrator for
the PARDEC program.

Don’s prestigious law firm continued for many years to provide legal
services for several R&P Districts as well as other community
associations throughout California.

He has received numerous honors from agencies through out California
for his dedication and commitment to leisure time services for all.

It is with great pride and pleasure that I submit the name of Donald W.
McMuchie for the honor of being placed in the true Legacy Category
For his many significant contributions to the lifestyles of the
Sacramento region.

Richard T. Conzelmann
Retired CPRS past president
Former FEC General Manger
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